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the Balkan States into a Balkan League in order in this
way to put an end to the superiority of the Triple Alliance.
. . . But [the Second Balkan] War caused the Balkan
States to split into two almost equally strong opposing
groups: Turkey and Bulgaria on the one hand, and Serbia,
Montenegro, Greece and Rumania on the other. To heal
this split, in order to use all the Balkan States, or at least
a decisive majority of them, to shift the balance of power
in Europe, is the present task which Russia, aided by
France, is attempting to accomplish. Since Serbia and
Greece are already in alliance, and Rumania has declared
herself in harmony with them, at least as far as the Treaty
of Bucharest is concerned, France and Russia are anxious
to remove the rancor which exists between Bulgaria and
Greece and especially between Bulgaria and Serbia on ac-
count of Macedonia. They are anxious to find a basis on
which Rumania would be willing to come over completely
to the side of the Entente, and even to cooperate in a po-
litical combination with Bulgaria, whom she regards with
suspicion; and they are anxious finally, if possible, to bring
about a peaceful solution of the Aegean Islands question
that would lead Turkey to approach or even to join the
Balkan States. The basis on which Russian and French
diplomacy intends to accomplish an adjustment of all this
hostility and rivalry and build up a new Balkan League is
undoubtedly founded upon a program directed against
Austria-Hungary, at whose expense all the members of the
League could be promised a successive extension of bound-
aries westwards." '
After detailing all the intrigues by which Russia and
France were seeking to build up this new Balkan League,
aimed at the territorial dismemberment of the Dual Mon-
archy, Berchtold dealt as tactfully as possible with the
Rumanian problem, pointing out Austria's embarrassments
and hinting that Germany might use pressure to make